M Clan MacEwen

QG History of the MacEwen Tartan

Tartan has been the dress of the Celtic Highlander and of the Lowland Clansman from time immemorial, and particular 'setts' or
patterns are of great antiquity, but it has been found impossible to assign dates to any of them. Distinctive clan tartans as now
worn are of comparatively recent date. In a work on Clan Campbell, [The Clan Campbell: J. Menzies & Co., Edinburgh] it is stated
that "the adoption of peculiar tartans by entire clans is referable to the civil wars of the Earl of Mar and Prince Charles Edward,
as the sources of the custom of wearing distinctive clan tartans."

Long before that time we know from Logan and others that "every strath and every island differed from each other in the fancy
of making plaids, as to the stripes in breadth and the colours, while family tartans were in a great measure dependent on
individual taste." Since the abolition of the Act against the wearing of tartan, many old tartans have been revived, and in the
present reign many new ones have been designed. The MacEwen tartan is a handsome blue and green check, with red and
yellow lines alternately on the green bars of the check. It somewhat resembles the Farquharson and MacLeod tartans; or if in
place of the white lines in the 'Campbell of Loudon' red lines be substituted, we get the MacEwen tartan exactly. The ground-
work of the MacEwen tartan is the same as that of the 'Black Watch’, which was the original Campbell tartan. The MacEwen has
the double black lines running through the blue ground as in the '‘Black Watch, the distinguishing feature between the two
being that for the black cross lines (over-checks) of the 'Black Watch' there is a red and yellow line alternately in the green
ground of the MacEwen.

The colours are brigihter in the latter than in the former. In the work on Clan Campbell above referred to we are told that "the
original name of the 'Black Watch' arose from the tints of their tartans, in which black and green predominated, as they yet do
in those of the Campbells. The majority of the Western tribes, traceable all to one source, adopted nearly the same colours, and
indeed there can be little doubt but that the distinctions now perceivable are of comparatively recent adoption. The 'Black
Watch' tartan contains all the really fundamental parts of every variety of that species of garb.

The difference of hues and the intermingling lines and divisions appear to be a later addition to the tartans of the separate
tribes, and should be ascribed to the era of the later rebellions." The Campbells have had and still have several different "setts":
Argyll, Breadalbane, Cawdor, Loudon, Strachur, and there may be others: but the late Duke of Argyll has gone back to the 'Black
Watch' as the original clan tartan. The similarity of the MacEwen tartan to the 'Black Watch' and the 'Campbell of Loudon' (red in
lieu of white lines) points to the early connection of the clan with the Campbells, just as in heraldry ensigns and cadences point
to connection and distinction in families. In early times the tartan took the place of the heraldic shield.
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